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If the property owner contends that the property was
destroyed before he had become responsible for its zakftt?-
he is believed, but the collector may, if doubting his honesty,
put him on oath.

With respect to grapes or dates which were appraised,8
if the owner contends that they were destroyed, he is be-
lieved upon oath if the cause of destruction he invokes
is concealed (khafi}, as theft, or open (zahir) and well-
known; but, according to the more prevalent view, he is
required to produce evidence if it is not well-known. If,
on the other hand, he claims that the appraiser was unjust
or that he made a mistake, his plea is rejected if the in-
justice or mistake claimed is too great to be true, such as
one-fourth of the entire amount; otherwise, according to
the more general view, he is believed.

If the property owner admits to the collector the amount
of his zakat dues but does not tell him about the amount of
his entire property, the collector may take the owner's word
and collect accordingly without requiring him to exhibit his
property.

If 8 the owner of cattle fixes their number at a figure, he
is believed, if trustworthy; otherwise the animals are
counted by being made to pass through a narrow passage.
The owner is likewise believed if he contends that the
young were born after the year and should not pay zakcLt*
In such cases he may also be sworn by way of precaution
though not as a matter of law (istihb&ba). In other words,
should he refuse to swear he is nevertheless excused.

According to al-Haytami,4 the word of the property

1 According to the Shafiites, as we already saw (Minhdf, p. 268), the
owner becomes responsible for the zakdt by not disbursing it as soon
as it became possible (tamakkun*) to do so.

9 Uinhdj, p. 242; Mugni, p. 378.

*Minhdj, pp. 236, 237; Mugni, pp. 370, 37L

*Al~Fatdwa al-Kubrat vol. ii, p. 34.